The Art Criticism Process
1.  Describe What You See

When you describe an artwork, you identify the things about the work that you can see, name, and describe with certainty.  You should not include opinions, evaluations, or possible meanings here.

· What is the artist’s name?

· When was the work created?

· What medium did the artist use?

· Describe the artwork.  Include objects, colors, placement, etc.

· List the elements and principles of design used.

2.  Analyze the Way it’s Organized

When you analyze an artwork, you tell how the subject matter and elements of the work have been organized by the artist.  You tell how they work together.

· What is the most important art element in this artwork?

· Where is the focal point?  Why is this the focal point?

· How is the composition set up (symmetry)?

· Is there an emphasis in the artwork?
3.  Interpret What it’s Saying

Use the information from your description and analysis to help you identify the meaning of the work:  what it tells you about human experience.  Imagine you are a part of the piece and think about the things and moods you would experience when in that environment.

· What mood does this artwork suggest?

· Write a simile or metaphor that expresses the feeling the artwork conveys.

· What do you think the work is about?

4.  Evaluate Its Success

Using your analysis in the first three steps, how would you judge the quality or success of this work?

· Which philosophy or philosophies of art applies to this work?  A successful artwork:  (1) is true to life, imitates reality; (2) is designed for perfect relationship among art elements; (3) expresses ideas, feelings, and emotions; (4) advances human interests, a purpose, or a cause.

· How do you judge the success of the work in terms of the philosophy or philosophies?

· How do you judge the craftsmanship in this artwork?

· How original do you feel the work is in treatment of the subject and idea?
